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Some Information in Regard to the Statue of 
Stephen A. Douglas— Leonard Volk, Sculptor. 



By R. C. Smith, Jacksonville, 111. 

In the year 1858 I was sent to Chicago to learn the marble 
cutter's trade and made my home with Mr. A.Melick, one of the 
partners of the firm of Schuneman & Melick. Mr. Leonard W. 
Volk, the gifted sculptor, was a frequent visitor in the home 
of both the partners and I had many opportunities of meeting 
arid studying him. I remember Mr. Volk as a refined gentle- 
man, with a natural dignity in both speech and action. What 
I saw of him impressed me that to be an artist one must be 
cast in a finer mold than that of common humanity. 

Albannus Melick, a friend of my youth, was employed in 
the studio of Mr. Volk, and he invited me to visit it, where I 
saw the clay model of the first piece of sculpture representing 
Mr. Lincoln, and I believe that of the many busts and statues 
I have seen, I have not seen its equal. While in Florence, 
Italy, I visited several times the studio of Larkin G. Mead, 
the sculptor of the work on the Lincoln monument, and I said 
to him that I thought Mr. Volk's bust was the most correct 
likeness of the original that had been made. I saw by the play 
of his features that I had said that which had caused a slight 
"unpleasantness," and to relieve the embarrassment I said 
that I supposed the reason was Mr. Volk had life to work from, 
which no other sculptor had. 

In Mr. Volk's studio at the time I visited it was the plaster 
statue of Stephen A. Douglas that was to be cut in marble for 
Governor Mattison. Shortly afterwards a splendid block of 
statuary marble from the Rutland, Vermont, marble quarries, 
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said to have been at that time the best or finest block of 
marble that these great quarries had produced, was placed 
in a shed into which was a window near where I worked, 
and every hour I watched the work which was being done 
by an excellent marble cutter named Joseph Ashford who y 
to gratify my wishes, permitted me to cut on the rough 
parts. After some six months work by Ashford, Mr. 
Volk did the finishing and I shall always remember the 
skilled way he handled the tools, which showed that he 
had spent years as a tomb-stone cutter. The statue took 
on beauty with every blow of his hammer and taught me 
the power of genius. Especially did I admire his work on 
that noble head. 

This statue when finished was indeed a noble work and 
right worthy a place in the nation's art gallery if ever there 
is one. And it is well worthy of a visit of art lovers and 
friends of the great original in the hall of the Illinois Histor- 
ical Society, in the State Capitol Building, where it now is. 



